DN CRONIN DAILY NEWS

The Rev. Paul Engel with newspaper clipping of story about Bud Doe.
Bids to help Bud Doe
Priest asks court for custody of baby

By JERRY CASSIDY and LARRY SUTTON

Lo

. A Capuchin priest yesterday asked the Nassau County Supreme Court to
grant him custody of Bud Doe, the newborn infant abandoned in a beer
carton near Brunswick Hospital in Amityville, L.L, last week.

The priest, the Rev. Paul Engel of Garrison, N.Y., said he was taking the
unusual action to keep the child from being placed in a foster-care facility.
Under New York law, the child cannot be adopted for six months while
social workers search for his true parents. ,

Engel said he is the founder and president of Downeysnde Inc., an agency |
specializing in placing abandoned children with new parents.

“1 learned of Baby Bud when I saw him on the front page of the Daily
News Engel said. “I am very worried that his life is in jeopardy because :

‘they are going to place him in an adoption home.”

The priest said that foster care can be a disruptive influe Pce on a child’s
life. He said he knows of a couple willing to adopt the child immediately,
and that Nassau County Social Services Commissioner James Kirby refused

~ to allow them to adopt the child.

Baby Bud, just a few hours old when abandoned Jan. 4, was reported in

good condntwn yesterday at the Nassau County Medical Center.




